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By suspending student Natasha Burge for comments she posted on Facebook, administrators at
Kennedy Collegiate have expressed disdain for the peaceful expression of opinion and emotion.
They also failed in their roles as educators. Part of a school’s mission is to prepare young people
for citizenship in a free country; to discharge that mission, administrators and teachers need to
show that the only proper way to respond to words is with other words. If administrators
disapprove of what Ms Burge said or the way in which she said it, they should explain to her and
to the students at Kennedy why they disapprove. Punishing a person for what she says is
inconsistent with helping students to become people who are able to think and judge for
themselves.


mailto:mark.mercer@smu.ca

